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Jazz Ensembles I & III
Rob Opitz, Conductor
Sam Skelton, Conductor
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 | 8:00 PM
Dr. Bobbie Bailey & Family Performance Center, Morgan Hall
SCHOOL   MUSICof heardwhere PASSION is
2 Kennesaw State University School of Music
heard
program to be selected from the following:
CREDIT
CASTILLO / KUPKA
SO VERY HARD TO GO
CASTILLO / KUPKA
DON’T GET AROUND MUCH ANYMORE
ELLINGTON / DAVIS
I GOT RHYTHM 
GERSHWIN / OPITZ
GEORGIA ON MY MIND
CARMICHAEL / arr. Kenton
THEY CAN’T TAKE THAT AWAY FROM ME
GERSHWIN / arr. Davis
SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME
GERSHWIN / arr. Davis
–BRIEF INTERMISSION–
KSU Jazz Ensemble III
Rob Opitz, Conductor
Program
Saxophone
Bailey Carter
Kevin Douglas
Tom Smith
Personnel
Rhythm
Diego Perez
   Guitar
Louis Reyes
   Guitar
Jimmy Durkin
   Bass
Piper Johnson
   Bass
Carlos Diaz
   Drums  
Brass
Patrick Reyman
   Trombone
Alex McCarthy
   Trumpet
Candice Simmons
   Trumpet
Michael Brown
   Trumpet
Vocals
Piper Johnson
Tunes from the Trenches
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LIMEHOUSE BLUES
BRAHAM & FURBER / HOLMAN
LITTLE PUMPKIN
THAD JONES
QUANDO, QUANDO, QUANDO
RENIS / AMY
TRANSIT
DARCY JAMES ARGUE
BLEUPHORIA
BOB FLORENCE
GET HAPPY
ARLEN & KOEHLER / MAY
BODHISATTVA
FAGEN & BECKER / STURM
KSU Jazz Ensemble I
Sam Skelton, Conductor
Program
Reeds
Raphael DeJesus
   Alto 1
Jonathan Steltzer
   Alto 2
Jimmy Snyder
   Tenor 1
Kevin Worley
   Tenor 2
Josh Inglis
   Baritone
Personnel
Rhythm
Zach Wilson
   Piano
Zach Smith
   Drums
Fran Lora
   Bass
Chris Marks 
   Guitar
Trey Dunahoo
   Guitar
Trumpets
Steven Lukehart
Jordyn Mader
Andrew Olsen
Jason Dokes
Trombones
Grady Housworth
Zach Opitz
Noah Minch
Tyler Quick      
  (Bass Trombone)
Vocals
Melodie Fort
Ezra Trotman
Audio/video recording and flash photography is prohibited at School of Music concerts.
We welcome all guests with special needs and offer the following services: easy access, 
companion seating locations, accessible restrooms, and assisted listening devices.  
Please contact a patron services representative at 470-578-6650 to request services. 
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Rob Opitz
Rob Opitz holds the title of Artist- in-Resi-
dence in Jazz Trumpet at Kennesaw State 
University. Originally from Illinois, Mr. Opitz’s 
career has ranged from elementary music, 
to middle school, high school, and now at 
the collegiate level. Mr. Opitz has been the 
Director of Bands at Marietta High School, 
Creekview High School, Barber Middle School, 
and Reinhardt University. 
 
Rob is a very active performer. Recently, Rob 
completed a 4 week tour with international 
superstar Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds. 
The tour featured multiple US Cities, Austin 
City Limits, and the Jimmy Kimmel show. 
Rob is the founder and director of his own group, the Atlanta Latin Jazz 
Orchestra – an 18 piece big band featuring the music of some of the greats 
in Latin Jazz.
 
He has also appeared as a sideman with Tito Puente, Louis Bellson, Marian 
McPartland, Rufus Reid, Hal Crook, Marshal Royal, Jon Faddis, Diane 
Schuur, Paquito D’Rivera, Cladio Roditi, Bob Mintzer, and many more. Rob 
has performed in local groups in the metro Atlanta Area, including Orques-
ta MaCuba, the Georgia Symphony Orchestra Jazz Ensemble, Yacht Rock 
Revue, Bumpin’ the Mango, Bogey and the Viceroy, the Joe Gransden Big 
Band, Macon Pops Orchestra, and numerous others.
 
Rob has been married to a terrific woman and Pre-K teacher, Stacie, for 
over 20 years and has two wonderful sons, Michael and Zach – both of 
whom are musicians.
Biographies
KSU Jazz Ensemble III
The Kennesaw State University Jazz Ensemble III is in its second year of 
existence. Under the direction of Rob Opitz, this ensemble features both 
music majors, and non-majors working together to understand jazz style, 
performance, and literature. This group strives to take students from all 
different backgrounds and create a cohesive sound that audiences and 
performers alike can enjoy.
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Visit the Live Streaming page on musicKSU.com to watch live broadcasts of many of 
our concerts and to view the full schedule of upcoming live streamed events.
 
Please consider a gift to the Kennesaw State University School of Music.
https://community.kennesaw.edu/GiveToMusic
Connect with the Kennesaw State University School of Music!
/musicKSU          @musicKSU         /musicKSU         @musicKSU
Sam Skelton
A native of Conyers, Georgia, Sam Skel-
ton has been active on the Atlanta music 
scene for well over three decades.  Mr. 
Skelton graduated summa cum laude 
from Georgia State University with a 
degree in Jazz Studies. During his course 
of study at GSU, Sam was a Montgomery 
Music Scholar and a two-time fellowship 
recipient to the Aspen Music Festival. He 
continued his saxophone studies with 
Kenneth Radnofsky at Boston University in 
1991 focusing on classical saxophone and 
music education. 
Other teachers include David and James 
“Dub” Hudson and Jeff Benedict. 
 
Sam is currently Director of Jazz Studies and Senior Lecturer in Sax-
ophone at Kennesaw State University. He is also Artistic Director of 
GSO Jazz and GYSO Jazz.  Sam served as Professor of Saxophone at 
Georgia State University from 1991 to 2004 and was Jazz Ensemble Di-
rector at Georgia Tech from 2002-2004 and Artist-in-Residence at The 
University Of Georgia Jazz Department. He served as Visiting Profes-
sor of Saxophone at Furman University 2001-02.  Professional associa-
tions include:  The Jazz Educators Network, Georgia Music Educators 
Association, Georgia Association of Jazz Educators, National Acade-
my of Recording Arts & Sciences (voting member) and the American 
Federation of Musicians. For his contributions to the city’s cultural life, 
Atlanta Public Broadcasting named him a “Lexus Leader in the Arts” in 
2003. Sam is proud to be a Conn-Selmer and D’Addario Artist.
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SCHOOL OF MUSIC FACULTY AND STAFF
Brass and Percussion
Strings
Woodwinds
Jazz
Piano
Voice
Leslie J. Blackwell, Interim Director
Jason Casanova, Tuba/Euphonium
Paul Dickinson, Tuba/Euphonium
Tom Gibson, Trombone
Brian Hecht, Bass Trombone
John Lawless, Percussion,
    Area Coordinator
Doug Lindsey, Trumpet, 
   Area Coordinator
Ryan Moser, Trumpet
Hollie Pritchard, Trombone
Michael Stubbart, Percussion
Mike Tiscione, Trumpet
Richard Williams, Horn
James Barket, Double Bass
Elisabeth Remy Johnson, Harp
Helen Kim, Violin, Area Coordinator
Yinzi Kong, Viola
Charae Krueger, Cello
Joseph McFadden, Double Bass
Sean Thrower, Classical Guitar
Kenn Wagner, Violin
Andrew Brady, Bassoon
Kelly Bryant, Flute
Barbara Cook, Oboe
Robert Cronin, Flute
Anthony Georgeson, Bassoon
Cecilia Price, Flute
Sam Skelton, Saxophone
Todd Skitch, Flute
Christina Smith, Flute
Justin Stanley, Clarinet
Elizabeth Koch Tiscione, Oboe
John Warren, Clarinet, Area Coordinator
Luke Weathington, Saxophone
Justin Chesarek, 
    Jazz Percussion & Combos
Wes Funderburk, Jazz Ensembles and   
   Jazz Trombone
Karla Harris, Vocal Jazz & Combo
Tyrone Jackson, Jazz Piano & Combos
Marc Miller, Jazz Bass & Combos
Rob Opitz, Jazz Ensembles and 
    Jazz Trumpet
Sam Skelton, Jazz Ensembles and  
    Jazz Saxophone, Area Coordinator
Luke Weathington, 
    Jazz Saxophone & Combos
Trey Wright, Jazz Guitar & Combos,
    Area Coordinator
Judy Cole, Collaborative Piano
Julie Coucheron
Robert Henry, Area Coordinator
Eric Jenkins, 
    Collaborative Piano Coordinator
Huu Mai
John Marsh 
Erika Tazawa, Collaborative Piano
Eileen Moremen
Oral Moses
Nathan Munson
Valerie Walters
Todd Wedge
Heather Witt
Jana Young, Area Coordinator
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Ensembles & Conductors
Chamber Music
Music Education 
Musicology & Music Appreciation 
Music Composition, Technology, & Theory 
School of Music Staff
Ensembles in Residence
Leslie Blackwell, Director of 
   Choral Activities
Nancy Conley, Philharmonic Orchestra
David Kehler, Director of Bands
Alison Mann, Women’s Choir
Reid Masters, Assistant Director of 
   Choral Activities
Eileen Moremen, Opera Theater
Oral Moses, Gospel Choir 
Nathaniel Parker, Director of 
   Orchestral Studies
Joseph Scheivert, 
    Assistant Director of Athletic Bands
Sam Skelton, Director of Jazz Studies
Debra Traficante, Director of 
   Athletic Bands and 
   “The Marching Owls”
Julie Coucheron, Piano Ensemble
Charae Krueger, String Chamber Music
Doug Lindsey, Brass Chamber Music
John Warren, 
    Woodwind Chamber Music 
Trey Wright, Jazz Combos 
Judith Beale 
Janet Boner 
Nancy Conley 
Kathleen D. Creasy 
Charles R. Jackson 
Alison Mann, Area Coordinator 
Angee McKee 
Richard McKee 
Terri Talley 
Paula Thomas-Lee 
Charles Tighe 
Amber Weldon-Stephens 
Drew Dolan 
Edward Eanes, Area Coordinator 
Heather Hart 
Kayleen Justus 
John Marsh
Jennifer Mitchell
Harry E. Price 
Sean Thrower 
Judy Cole, Music Theory
Steve Dancz, Composition, Technology
Kelly Francis, Music Theory
Tyrone Jackson, Music Theory
Jennifer Mitchell, Composition
Laurence Sherr, Composition, Technology,  
   Bachelor of Arts Area Coordinator 
Benjamin Wadsworth, Music Theory 
   Area Coordinator 
Jeff Yunek, Music Theory, Aural Skills 
   Area Coordinator 
Christine Collins, Audition 
   Coordinator and Advising 
Mark Fucito, Technical Manager 
Susan M. Grant Robinson, Associate   
   Director for Administration
Joseph Greenway, Assistant Director 
   for Production & Technology 
Bobbi Harman, Office Manager 
Chris Merkle, Associate Director 
   for Programming & Operations 
Richard Peluso, Coordinator of Band  
   Operations and Outreach
Colleen Radbill, Office Manager 
Georgia Youth Symphony 
    Orchestra and Chorus
KSU Community & Alumni Choir
KSU Faculty Chamber Players
KSU Faculty Jazz Parliament
Summit Piano Trio
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Jazz Guitar & Vocal Jazz Ensembles with St. Pius X Advanced Guitar Ensemble
Wednesday, 11/20/19 at 8 pm
KSU Symphony Orchestra with KSU Jazz Ensemble I
Thursday, 11/21/2019 at 8 pm
Mixed Chamber Ensembles
Monday, 11/2/2019 at 5:30 pm & 8 pm
Percussion Ensemble
Monday, 12/9/2019 at 8 pm
Upcoming Events
Trumpet Festival of the Southeast
January 31 - February 2, 2020
Register at musicKSU.com under Clinics and Workshops.
Our two featured trumpet artists this year are Jose Sibaja, Paul 
Merkelo, Brian Shaw, Melvin Jones. Our evening concert artists 
include the KSU Faculty Jazz Parliament, Georgia Brass 
Band, and KSU Wind Ensemble. 
musicKSU.com
School of Music Holiday Concert
Friday, December 6, 2019 at 8pm
Bailey Performance Center | Morgan Hall
Kick off your holidays with the School of Music as we celebrate 
the season and present a festive and exciting program full of 
holiday favorites performed by the KSU Symphony Orchestra, 
Wind Ensemble, and choirs. 
Tickets for this performance are $15-20. Watch live online at 
musicKSU.com.
